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Q, the mouse, opened a restau.rqnj_' by 1t
Out of the window, you can see mahy'ﬁ'dwe
You can also hear the water bubbllng A" -
Birds come flying to the stream.
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The name of the restaurant was River Side Q, because it was on the side'ofthe stream.
Q, the mouse, imagined his customers talking with' each other.
‘What about taking lunch at River Side Q on Sundoy?
‘I will be waiting for you at River Side Q. [ /
Q, the mouse, thought he would be busy soon /
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The menu says River Side Q has omelet, curry and rice,

hamburger, coffee, pudding, mixed juice, and everything.

Q, the mouse, said to himself, ‘Hope many customers will come soon.
| am ready to cook everything.’
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Who came first and sat on a chair but the grey cat with a hat on?
ﬂ)rder Omelet, and if it is not good, | will eat you instead!’
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How was Q, the mouse, terrified?

However, he did his best in'cooking.

The cat devoured the Omelet and went away without saying anything.
“Oh, how | am relieved!’ ; =
Q, the mouse, was exhausted.
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The next morning, Q, the mouse,- was surprised
- to see the caf' waiting for him to.open the door.
‘Hi, make a curry and rice for me today.

If it is not good, | will eat you instead.’

Q, the mouse, did his best again.
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The grey cat came first the next day and ordered a hamburger.

I it is not good, | will eat you instead.’

Q, the mouse, cooked ten pieces of hamburgers and served them on the fray.
‘Wish he will eat too much, and cause a stomachache.’
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On the following day, Q, the mouse, felt relieved,

for the grey cat did not appear.

However, he soon wondered.

‘Why do | feel so lonely?

Nobody likes a river side but me.’

Q, the mouse, felt like crying, looking out of the window, over the stream.
‘A restaurant on the river side won't go well.’

) S
D2EDD BLWBARATH THBLDT RITHDFa1DIIE
TE HDADZTHDE

WEET Bho BER<KE 12t :@notnﬁé~~.
[5S—h CTABIVLLZERFREL, x
b ZREH ITEBDIE ﬁ<hﬁbﬁbn&m

LARSVD BHIE SULEVE] -
RIBDF2E BELLEEL TEET EHL HD%ZE LY

(&Dt * U,

. |-"'-

5
- T et



Who came but the grey cat with a big sign board on his shoulder.
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‘Hi, | ate too much hamburger and got too much
strength.’

The sign says. ‘Restaurant—More Delicious than Mice’
‘I don't like the expression,” said Q, the mouse.
‘But you will have many customers,’ said the cat.

‘So you must cook and cook.’ [T H RIHED BLULWIEBATI
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On the next day, many cats came from all the directions.

‘I the dish is not good, can we eat you instead?

Q, the mouse, is no longer terrified.

‘| cook for my life.

I'm confident in my dishes.

Of course, you can eat me if you don't like it.*

The River Side Restaurant is now full of cat customers.’

You may think mice won’t come because they are afraid of cats.



On the contrary, mice started to come as soon
as they knew this was the safest place.
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Now, the cats, the mice, and all the other animals smile and laugh g

and talk together, looking over the stream and enjoying their meals.
Q, the mouse, is delightfully cooking every day, saying, ‘Oh, I'm busy. ®

Oh, I'm busy.’
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Dear Reader:

| hope you liked the story of Q’s Restaurant and it has inspired you to think many
things about the world peace. Animals such as mice and cats very often appear in folk
and fairy tales and they talk and behave like human beings. Yes. They are human beings
themselves! Animals in stories are always symbolized human beings. You must not forget
that. Sometimes animal tales are more understandable than stories of realism. Ms Miyoko
Saiki is one of Japan’s most talented story tellers of this day, and this is her latest work.

Sincerely yours.

Tadaaki Miyake, Ph. D.
(Okayama Prefectural University)
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