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The hunter hid himself in the poppy bush and watched the maidens.

After a while two of them put on their transparent clothes and flew up into the sky.
The last one, however, wanted to stay longer, saying, “I’d like to see those flowers more.”
The hunter wished to have her as wife and so stole her clothes away into his belongings.
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When the maiden found her clothes gone she
began to weep bitterly.

Then the hunter made his appearance in front
of her, and pretending to be kind, said to her.
“What is the matter with you, maiden? What
is your trouble?”

“I’ve lost my clothes, which would enable me
to fly back to the sky.”

“Oh, don’t W:&Ezny more. You can come with
”

me to my house.
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How could she have refused?

Soon they got married, and in due
course a boy baby was born to them,
and then a girl baby.

What a happy family!

However, there was not a day when
the mother did not think of her sky home.
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One day, the mother came home rather suddenly and
found her son nursing his sister by singing a lullaby,
which he had learned from his father.

“Don’t cry, oh my good girl,

And I’'ll show you the clothing,

By which you could whirl,

Under the straw in the building.”
The mother dashed into the barn and found her clothes
under the bundles of rice straw.
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When the mother put on the clothes,

a strong desire came to her to fly back into the sky.

She took the boy in one arm and the girl in the other.
They went up into the sky looking as if they were dancing.
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When the hunter came home and found the house empty,

he hurriedly went into the barn.

There were no clothes to be found under the straw.

He knew that his wife and children had gone back to the sky.

After weeping and lamenting for full three days, he went to the wisest
woman in the village and asked her, “Is there a way to go up to the sky?”
“Collect a thousand pairs of straw boots for horses and cows and burn
them. Then you put a bean in the ashes.

The bean’s stalk will reach the heaven in a single night.”

The hunter collected straw boots every day.

So great was his desire to meet his wife and children again.

When he collected nine hundred and ninety-nine pairs, he became so
impatient that he could not wait until he got the thousandth and burn b~
them.
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He let the dog go first.

The dog jumped up to the heaven,

and the hunter took its tail and managed to get onto the heaven.
Look! What a wonderful and spacious village!

The wife, who had been waiting, with much exultation, exclaimed,
“It is so nice of you to come all the way up here.”

The children, too, were happy to see their father again.
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The hunter greeted his father-in-law and asked,

“Could I stay here with my family?”

“If you can guard the melon field all right, I will grant it to you,”
was the answer of the unwilling father-in-law.

“Don’t touch any of the melons, however thirsty you may become,
or you will repent it terribly” the wife warned the hunter secretly.
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It was mid-summer and of course so hot that the hunter became terribly thirsty.
The hunter could no longer resist the temptation to eat one of the melons.
As soon as he cut the melon, a lot of water came rushing out.
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That is why, even to this d;y_i'ti;é' huntér, who becam; the Altair,
“and thle wife, who became the-Vega, meet across the Milky Way

'on the seventh day of Ju,ly"(the seventh month).

Thé p'hlldren bec’h'me the two small stars you can see beside the Altair.
% TFhat is- the story . L
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Dear Reader,

How did you like the Japanese version of this very international popular tale? Almost all peoples of
the world have their own version of the motif of “marriage by stealing clothes”. Sky maidens are, sometimes
bird (swan, crane, etc.) maidens, and sometimes they come out of the sea in the form of seals. (Scotland)

Try to think of your own version in some form or another. The folk tale is a precious and wonderful
present from our ancient ancestors. I hope you have enjoyed the beautiful illustrations by Ms. Naho Inada as

well as the story.

With all best ,
Tadaaki Miyake
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THE CHILDREN'S CULTURAL ASSISTANCE

This picture book is presented for you, by Japanese children, through
THE CHILDREN'S CULTURAL ASSISTANCE.
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