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This is a tale told by an Ainuy* woman.

CNETPAID BABOUVEHR LT<nf [FBLTT

Ainu*: Among earliest native people of Japan now inhabiting only some parts of Hokkaido
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My husband and I were very poor in those days.
My husband went hunting but got y little.

b |
I myself tilled the field but got jusxitt_le.

We h_i(} no clothes but the ones always wore. =
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One day I went into the mountain to ﬁ@her ST a1
I was sitting under a big tree, ¥ h e




: : j R -« [
a mountain crow and a sea raven came fly alohg and pe n a branch overhead. |
W ,
I heard them talking to each other. Oh, I ’ u 1 erst and bird language.

“Mr Sea Raven, are the Ainu on the beach getting
“Oh, they are all well,” said Sea Raven. “W I;
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The offended god has made her husband so ill.” A ' i
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The two continued ﬁ%alk j T U o

oon too, wi 1ll and die, 1 t o not ec e on
“s m 1fall ill and die, if _ﬂyﬁ {zh b, Th ly

W3 mji't to confm\t Inau* and pray to fl and apologl e-to the god.!
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On seeing us, the servants said, “This is no p

for such poor people as you. Go away at once!” But
I insisted“ We have brought some very important
. news for the Chief whereby he may recover fro m °
his illness.” !
Finally I was permitted to come into the house.



teld therﬂ wh _.ﬁ" ok id said and then asked, “Would you

ollow the birds’4 : calm the anger of the god?”
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They constructed Inau right away and prayed. “Oh,
God of the Field, please calm your anger. We won’t be
so greedy any longer. We won’t dig any more bulbs
than we really need.”



> C 19f got up as if he had never been ill at all. |
w de fgl}t@ﬂ the Ainu were as well as the Chi"s wife!
y ulgi;fpot ve been more grateful to the god. = .
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We Wel'a Iiprese;rﬂ;sad by t'h’e Chlef ’s fan‘illy WlﬂT a l(Tb of warm c.lofhes
Flrom t \at ﬂay I have kept“s"aymg to the. people around me, “Don’t take
all ayfay' E! the ﬁeld Never falll«to leave socr(afor tlrl_g_god qu‘ he too lives
" on tfle nlants of tJhe field.”
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Dear Reader,

I hope you have enjoyed the tale of Ubayuri along with the beautiful illustrations by Ms Naho Inada.
The Ainu people have a longer history than the rest of the Japanese. Some of them still keep old customs and
traditions, culture and language of their own, living in some parts of Hokkaido. They have a pious mind and a
feeling of love and awe towards nature, for it has long been the best friend to them, although it sometimes shows
violence. You may well understand how the Ainu people feared the anger of the Gods of nature, such as that of

the sea, mountain, sky, river, lake and so forth, as well as that of the field as you have seen in this story.

With all best wishes,
Tadaaki Miyake
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THE CHILDREN'S CULTURAL ASSISTANCE

This picture book is presented for you, by Japanese children, through
THE CHILDREN'S CULTURAL ASSISTANCE.
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